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ABSTRACT

Through reviewing papers presented at “Taiwan Historical Research 2011: Retrospect
and Prospect” organized by three institutes involved in research on Taiwan history, this
article offers an integrated examination of the achievements in Taiwan historical research
in the year 2011. The themes explored in these research works covered a wide spectrum
of histories on politics, economics, ethnic (indigenous) groups, literature, religions,
medicine and health.

In terms of achievements in research on different eras, general research results
continued to decrease markedly while there is a persistent increase in amount of studies
on both Japanese colonial and post-war periods. However, research on the Japanese
colonial era was mostly conducted by Japanese scholars while studies on the same period
done by Taiwanese scholars were declining in number. Although slightly more research
efforts were devoted to the early history and the Qing era, the number of dissertations on
those periods showed no increase.

In terms of categories, cultural history obtained the most research achievements.
On the one hand, political history and economic history attained slight increase in research
results; on the other hand, social history showed continuous decline in achievements. The
significant imbalance in attainments among different research categories deserves greater
attention.

In recent years, new historical materials have been published and they are of use
and value to Taiwan history research. There has also been increasing emphasis on the
utilization of diary materials and data archives. Nevertheless, the need of cross comparison
with other historical materials should not be neglected. In particular, over-dependence on
retrievals from digital data archives without consulting authentic artifacts or historical
materials in hard copy resulted in fragmented referencing and out-of-context interpretations,
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thus undermining the quality of research. Furthermore, the academia should continue to
pay close attention how laws and regulations regarding use of data archives affect Taiwan

historical research.

Keywords: Taiwan History, Political History, Economic History, Ethnic History, Religious
History, Medical History, Literary History



